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Quality care for older Australians

media release

8 December 2009
ANF: Don’t drag feet on aged care reform

The Australian Nursing Federation welcomed COAG’s ongoing commitment to health
reform announced yesterday but said the Federal Government must act urgently to
prevent a deepening of the crisis in the aged care sector.

ANF Federal Secretary Ged Kearney said while nurses were happy with the progress
in primary health care reform, aged care was lagging behind in this process.

“The Prime Minister has admitted that the health system has reached a tipping point
and aged care is one of the most at risk following years of neglect,” she said.

Ms Kearney said the ANF had developed a raft of proposals to assist in the reform of
the aged care sector including providing adequate working conditions and salary
levels for nurses and carers.

“We are looking forward to a positive response from the federal government in the

May Budget to help solve the staffing shortages and improve the quality of care being
offered to residents of nursing homes.”
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